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AAAAAgricultural Management Assistance (AMA)gricultural Management Assistance (AMA)gricultural Management Assistance (AMA)gricultural Management Assistance (AMA)gricultural Management Assistance (AMA) provides cost-share assistance to agricultural producers to voluntarily address issues such as water management, water quality, and erosion control by
incorporating conservation into their farming operations.  There is a 5 to 10 year contract period. For more information contact your county’s USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or
Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) or find sign-up information online at:  www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/ama/

AAAAAgricultural Nonpoint Sourgricultural Nonpoint Sourgricultural Nonpoint Sourgricultural Nonpoint Sourgricultural Nonpoint Source Abatce Abatce Abatce Abatce Abatement and Contrement and Contrement and Contrement and Contrement and Control Grant Prol Grant Prol Grant Prol Grant Prol Grant Program (Aogram (Aogram (Aogram (Aogram (Ag NPS) g NPS) g NPS) g NPS) g NPS) assists farmers in preventing water pollution from agricultural activities by providing technical and cost-share
assistance. The grant program is coordinated at the local level by the SWCD, which identifies priority needs within the county and works with farm operators to prepare grant proposals.  Planning
grants are used for farm specific environmental planning that also serves as the groundwork for implementation grants that construct or apply best management practices (BMPs) to the farm
operation. For more information contact your local SWCD or visit:  www.nys-soilandwater.org

ConserConserConserConserConservvvvvation Ration Ration Ration Ration Reseresereseresereservvvvve Pre Pre Pre Pre Program (CRP) ogram (CRP) ogram (CRP) ogram (CRP) ogram (CRP) is a voluntary program for agricultural landowners, which provides annual rental payments and cost-share assistance to establish long-term, resource conserving covers
on eligible farmland.  Annual rental payments are made based on the agriculture rental value of the land, and provide cost-share assistance for up to 50% of the participant’s costs in establishing approved
conservation practices.  Participants enroll in CRP contracts for 10 to 15 years. For more information contact your local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) or visit:  www.fsa.usda.gov/dafp/cepd/crp.htm

Continuous EnrContinuous EnrContinuous EnrContinuous EnrContinuous Enrollment Conserollment Conserollment Conserollment Conserollment Conservvvvvation Ration Ration Ration Ration Reseresereseresereservvvvve Pre Pre Pre Pre Program (CCRP) ogram (CCRP) ogram (CCRP) ogram (CCRP) ogram (CCRP) is similar to CRP except that it focuses on smaller parcels of land that provide especially high environmental benefits, and allows
enrollment in 10 to 15 year contracts at any time, without a competitive bidding process.  To offer land for continuous sign-up, producers should contact their local FSA or visit:
www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/crpcont03.htm

ConserConserConserConserConservvvvvation Ration Ration Ration Ration Reseresereseresereservvvvve Enhancement Pre Enhancement Pre Enhancement Pre Enhancement Pre Enhancement Program (CREP) ogram (CREP) ogram (CREP) ogram (CREP) ogram (CREP) places environmentally sensitive land that is located near streams, lakes, water bodies, and public wellhead areas into an approved vegetative
cover for a period of 10 to 15 years.  In return, farmers are paid annual rental payments and reimbursed for establishing recognized conservation practices.  For more information contact your
county’s FSA, NRCS, SWCD or visit:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/crepny03.htm

ConserConserConserConserConservvvvvation Security Pration Security Pration Security Pration Security Pration Security Program (CSP) ogram (CSP) ogram (CSP) ogram (CSP) ogram (CSP) supports ongoing stewardship of private agricultural lands by providing payments for maintaining and enhancing natural resources.  CSP identifies and rewards
those farmers who are meeting the highest standards of conservation and environmental management on their operations, and provides incentives for other producers to meet those same standards
of conservation performance.  A staged, watershed-based implementation will be used until landowners in every watershed have had a chance to participate. CSP contracts last a minimum of 5
years. For more information contact your local NRCS or visit:  www.ny.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/programs/CSP/cspinfo.html

Debt fDebt fDebt fDebt fDebt for Nature Pror Nature Pror Nature Pror Nature Pror Nature Programogramogramogramogram, also known as the Debt Cancellation Conservation Contract Program, is available to persons with FSA loans secured by real estate.  Under this program, a borrower can
apply to enter into a conservation contract for 10, 30 or 50 years and have some portion of their debt cancelled.  Borrowers can conserve wildlife habitat and improve the environmental and scenic
value of their farms by establishing contracts on marginal cropland and other environmentally sensitive lands for conservation, recreation, and wildlife purposes.  For more information contact your
local FSA or visit:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/dfn01.htm

Emergency ConserEmergency ConserEmergency ConserEmergency ConserEmergency Conservvvvvation Pration Pration Pration Pration Program (ECP) ogram (ECP) ogram (ECP) ogram (ECP) ogram (ECP) provides funding for farmers to rehabilitate farmland damaged by wind erosion, drought, floods, hurricanes, or other natural disasters, and for carrying out
water conservation measures during periods of severe drought.  Emergency practices to rehabilitate farmland damaged by wind erosion and other disasters, including drought, may include debris
removal, providing water for livestock, fence restoration, grading and shaping of farmland, restoring conservation structures, and water conservation measures. County FSA committees set eligibility
for ECP assistance and cost-share levels.  For more information contact your local FSA or visit:  www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/ecp00.htm

EnEnEnEnEnvirvirvirvirvironmental Fonmental Fonmental Fonmental Fonmental Farm Assistance and Rarm Assistance and Rarm Assistance and Rarm Assistance and Rarm Assistance and Resouresouresouresouresource Management Prce Management Prce Management Prce Management Prce Management Program (EFogram (EFogram (EFogram (EFogram (EFARM) ARM) ARM) ARM) ARM) provides reimbursement grants to permitted NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Concentrated
Animal Feeding Operations to help pay for the costs of preparing and updating a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP).  For more information contact your CNMP Planner or visit the
New York State Environmental Facilities Corporation website, www.nysefc.org and click on “Programs” and then “EFARM”.

EnEnEnEnEnvirvirvirvirvironmental Quality Incentivonmental Quality Incentivonmental Quality Incentivonmental Quality Incentivonmental Quality Incentives Pres Pres Pres Pres Program (EQIP) ogram (EQIP) ogram (EQIP) ogram (EQIP) ogram (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program for farmers that promotes agricultural production and environmental quality.  EQIP offers financial and technical
assistance to eligible participants for the installation or implementation of structural and management practices on eligible agricultural land.  The maximum cost-share rate is 75%, except in the case of
beginning farmers or other limited resource farmers, for whom the rate is 90%.  Contact your county’s NRCS or find sign-up information online at:  www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/

FFFFFarmland Prarmland Prarmland Prarmland Prarmland Proooootttttection Prection Prection Prection Prection Program (FPP) ogram (FPP) ogram (FPP) ogram (FPP) ogram (FPP) provides state assistance payments to eligible counties and towns to cover up to 50% of the costs to develop agricultural and farmland protection plans.
Payments are also available to municipalities to cover up to 75% of the total costs for the purchase of development rights on viable farmland.  Several grants of up to $50,000 each are awarded on a
rolling basis each year to counties that apply.  For more information contact the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets or visit:  www.agmkt.state.ny.us/AP/agservices/farmprotect.html

FFFFFarmland Viability armland Viability armland Viability armland Viability armland Viability provides financial assistance in the form of matching grants to applicants for projects which contribute to overall farm profitability and sound environmental management.  Grant
funds may be used by a county to implement a portion of its agricultural and farmland protection plan or may be used by an individual farm to develop or implement a business management plan.
For this program, a CNMP, which meets the requirements of the NRCS Standard NY-312, will be considered a component of a Farmland Viability Plan.  All CNMPs must be developed by a certified or
conditionally certified AEM planner.  For more information contact the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets or visit:  www.agmkt.state.ny.us

FFFFForest Land Enhancement Prorest Land Enhancement Prorest Land Enhancement Prorest Land Enhancement Prorest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP) ogram (FLEP) ogram (FLEP) ogram (FLEP) ogram (FLEP) promotes sound stewardship of non-industrial, privately-owned forest land by offering owners technical assistance, educational programs and cost-sharing
grants for issues relating to forest and wildlife management.  DEC foresters should be contacted before a landowner initiates any projects with hopes of receiving cost-share payments.  The program
will support riparian forest buffers, forest regeneration, invasive plant control and other forestry projects.  For more information contact your local SWCD or visit the DEC Division of Lands and Forest
website at:  www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dlf/privland/flep/index.html

FFFFFarm and Rancarm and Rancarm and Rancarm and Rancarm and Ranch Lands Prh Lands Prh Lands Prh Lands Prh Lands Proooootttttection Prection Prection Prection Prection Program (FRPP)ogram (FRPP)ogram (FRPP)ogram (FRPP)ogram (FRPP) provides financial assistance to municipalities and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) for the purchase of development rights on eligible
prime farmland. Eligible entities apply on behalf of landowners that are currently enrolled in a local farmland protection program.  Entities who apply to the FRPP for matching funds to purchase
conservation easements must provide a minimum of 25% of the appraised fair market value in cash, or 50% of the purchase price of the conservation easement.  For more information, contact your
local NRCS office, or visit:  www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/frpp/

Grassland RGrassland RGrassland RGrassland RGrassland Reseresereseresereservvvvve Pre Pre Pre Pre Program (GRP) ogram (GRP) ogram (GRP) ogram (GRP) ogram (GRP) funds restoration and preservation of pasture and grassland with easements, rental agreements, and cost-share payments.  Eligible GRP land includes private
grassland, shrubland, land containing forbs, or land located in an area historically dominated by grassland, shrubland, or forbs with the potential to serve as animal or plant habitat.  The program
offers several enrollment options.  For more information contact your local NRCS, FSA, SWCD or find sign-up information online at:  www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/GRP/

NeNeNeNeNew Yw Yw Yw Yw Yororororork Sk Sk Sk Sk Stattattattattate Energy Re Energy Re Energy Re Energy Re Energy Researesearesearesearesearccccch and Deh and Deh and Deh and Deh and Devvvvvelopment Aelopment Aelopment Aelopment Aelopment Authority (NYuthority (NYuthority (NYuthority (NYuthority (NYSERDSERDSERDSERDSERDA) A) A) A) A) offers cost-sharing and low-interest financing through its agricultural programs to help farms throughout the State save
energy, develop new products, and increase profits.  NYSERDA has provided funding to help farmers lower on-farm energy costs, use more environmentally friendly manure-management methods,
improve profitability through value-added products, and generate their own electricity.  For more information call 1-866-NYSERDA or visit:  www.nyserda.org/incentives.asp

NeNeNeNeNew Yw Yw Yw Yw Yororororork Sk Sk Sk Sk Stattattattattate Grazing Lands Consere Grazing Lands Consere Grazing Lands Consere Grazing Lands Consere Grazing Lands Conservvvvvation Initiativation Initiativation Initiativation Initiativation Initiative (NYe (NYe (NYe (NYe (NYSGLSGLSGLSGLSGLCI) CI) CI) CI) CI) is a voluntary and cooperative effort led by a coalition representing several producer, conservation, scientific, and environmental
organizations.  The collaborative process provides technical assistance from NRCS to owners and managers of private grazing land to voluntarily conserve or enhance their resources to meet
ecological, economic, and social demands.  Consultants are available to assist with species selection, the planning and design of grazing systems, and assistance with ration balancing with managed
intensive grazing.  For more information contact your local SWCD or call NYSGLCI at 607-753-0851 ext. 117.

WWWWWeeeeetlands Rtlands Rtlands Rtlands Rtlands Reseresereseresereservvvvve Pre Pre Pre Pre Program (WRP) ogram (WRP) ogram (WRP) ogram (WRP) ogram (WRP) provides technical and financial support to help landowners with their wetland restoration efforts, and offers landowners an opportunity to establish long-term
conservation and wildlife practices and protection by retiring marginal land from agriculture.  Landowners may file an application for a conservation easement or a cost-share restoration agreement
to restore and protect wetlands at any time.  For more information contact your local NRCS, SWCD or find sign-up information online at:  www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp/

WildlifWildlifWildlifWildlifWildlife Habitat Incentive Habitat Incentive Habitat Incentive Habitat Incentive Habitat Incentives Pres Pres Pres Pres Program (WHIP) ogram (WHIP) ogram (WHIP) ogram (WHIP) ogram (WHIP) provides technical and financial assistance to landowners to develop upland, wetland, riparian, and aquatic habitat areas on their property.  NRCS works
with the landowner to develop a wildlife habitat development plan, and provides cost-share payments to landowners under agreements that are usually 5 to 10 years in duration, depending upon the
types of practices to be installed. Interested landowners may enter into cost-share agreements at any time.  For more information contact your local NRCS, SWCD or find sign-up information online at:
www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/whip/
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Please Note:  Any of the programs described here may change and new programs may become available.
          Contact your County Soil & Water Conservation District for the latest information and recommendations that would be most appropriate for your farm.
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The AEM approach begins with a comprehensive assessment of farm operations to
document current land stewardship and identify areas of concern.  Benefits include:

• Documenting sound environmental stewardship practices and the benefits a
farm provides to the community.

• Assessing vulnerable areas of the farm that may present environmental risk.

• Identifying the practices that may be at risk for regulatory action or neighbor
complaints.

• Determining if the farm’s well or drinking water supplies nearby are at risk
for contamination and how to reduce that risk.

AEM coordinates agricultural and conservation agencies and programs, along with
private sector consultants, to provide farmers with a one-stop resource for services.

AEM Planners work with farmers to develop site specific conservation plans that
strategically incorporate Best Management Practices (BMPs) to protect water quality
and comply with regulatory requirements, while also meeting business objectives.
AEM conservation planning provides farmers with opportunities to:

• Acquire sound information needed for long-term business planning.

• Learn about conservation practices that could save time and money.

• Strengthen their applications for state and federal conservation funding to
address high risk issues.

The photographs above illustrate a few of the BMPs that AEM can help implement to improve farm management while protecting water quality.  Examples shown include
implementing a barnyard runoff management system (left) and stabilizing an access road (right) to prevent erosion and protect water supplies.  Other practices might include:

• Wildlife Habitat Management

• Wetland Creation and Protection

• Wellhead Protection

• Farmland Protection

• Energy Creation and Conservation

• Transition to Organic Farming

Environmental Risk AssessmentEnvironmental Risk AssessmentEnvironmental Risk AssessmentEnvironmental Risk AssessmentEnvironmental Risk Assessment ConserConserConserConserConservation Planningvation Planningvation Planningvation Planningvation Planning Best Management PracticesBest Management PracticesBest Management PracticesBest Management PracticesBest Management Practices
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10B Airline Drive
Albany, NY 12235

(518) 457-3738
www.nys-soilandwater.org

For more information
contact your County

Soil & Water
 Conservation District

O
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• Nutrient Management

• Manure Storage and Treatment

• Soil Management and Erosion Control

• Silage Leachate Control

• Milking Center Waste Water Management

• Pest and Pesticide Management

• Pasture Management

• Stream Corridor and Floodplain Management

• Feed Management

• Livestock Odor and Air Quality Management

• Water Management and Irrigation

• Forest Management and Tree Planting

Why AEM? Why AEM? Why AEM? Why AEM? Why AEM?
Farmers know that in order to remain economically viable they need to be
vigilant about protecting the environment.  AEM provides the tools to help
accomplish both.

All agricultural counties in New York State are conducting AEM environmental
risk assessments, and voluntary participation in the program has grown to
include nearly 10,000 farms.

AGRICUL AGRICUL AGRICUL AGRICUL AGRICULTURAL ENVIRONMENT TURAL ENVIRONMENT TURAL ENVIRONMENT TURAL ENVIRONMENT TURAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (AEM) AL MANAGEMENT (AEM) AL MANAGEMENT (AEM) AL MANAGEMENT (AEM) AL MANAGEMENT (AEM)

The AEM Guide to Conservation Funding helps farmers identify funding sources to implement conservation practices on their farms.  AEM coordinates
federal, state and local conservation programs so they complement each other, making it easier for producers to combine conservation practices and do what
is best for their operation.

Traditionally, as stewards of the land, farmers have done their part to protect soil and water resources.  When coupled with effective best management
practices, well managed farms are the preferred land use to improve water quality and protect valuable natural resources, which ultimately improves the lives
of all New Yorkers.  The resources made available to farmers through AEM are particularly important in this time of high production costs to help farmers
continue their commitment to environmental conservation.

AEM helps manage pollutants such as manure and fertilizer nutrients, handle barnyard runoff and process wastewater, conserve soil, prevent sedimentation,
and protect drinking water, all while promoting the economic and environmental benefits of agriculture in a community.  An environmentally friendly farm
conservation plan can maximize profits  by enhancing soil quality, improving herd health, and reducing unnecessary applications of fertilizers and pesticides.

Local AEM teams, led by County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in cooperation with USDA, Cornell Cooperative Extension and agricultural
industry partners, serve as the link to information on all the agricultural programs that can be of assistance to you.  This easy-to-use guide provides a quick
overview of conservation programs and funding opportunities.  Any of the programs described within may change and new programs may become
available.  Be sure to contact your County SWCD for the latest program information.  District staff can also provide recommendations and guidance about
other local or watershed-specific programs not included in this guide, which may be appropriate for your farm.

AEM AEM AEM AEM AEM


